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SUBJECT: REGIONAL ARMS RESTRAINTS STUDY: IVORY COAST 

REFERENCE STATE 020621 

1. IVORY COAST MILITARY ESTABLISHMENT IS MODEST, TOTALING 
APPROXIMATELY 7,000 MEN INCLUDING A THREE-BATTALION ARMY, 
3,000-MAN GERDARMERIE EORCE, PATROL BOAT NAVY AND AN AIR 
EORCE OP TRANSPORT AIRCRAPT. EXCEPT POR LIVE PRENCH-MADE AMX-13 
TANKS, THE IVORY COAST POSSESSES NO HIGHLY SOPHISTICATED MILITARY 
WEAPONS SUCH AS JET FIGHTERS, RADAR, ETC. 

2. IT HAS BEEN THE CONSISTENT POLICY OP PRESIDENT HOUPHOUET-BOIGNY 
AND THE GOIC IN THE 15 YEARS SINCE INDEPENDENCE TO LIMIT 
CONEIDENTIAL 

CONEIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 ABIDJA 01016 311021Z 

THE SIZE AND POWER OP THE MILITARY ESTABLISHMENT IN IVORY 
COAST. THIS ARISES BOTH FORM HOUPHUOET'S AWARENESS OP THE 
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POTENTIAL COUP THREAT WHICH THE MILITARY POSE AND FROM 
HIS POLICY OP EMPHASIZING ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT. IVORY 
COAST'S SUCCESS IN THIS SPHERE IS WELL KNOWN. ALSO WELL 
KNOWN IS IVORY COAST'S DIALOGUE POLICY WHICH SPRINGS 
PROM HOUPHOUET'S GENUINE CONVICTION THAT DISPUTES MUST BE 
RESOLVED THROUGH NEGOTIATION RATHER THAN THROUGH ARMED CONFLICT. 
RESTRAINTS ON ACQUISITION OP SOPHISTRICATED WEAPONS RESULT FROM 
THE POLITICAL PHILOSOPHY OF THE GOIC THEREFORE RATHER THAN PROM 
BUDGETARY LIMITATIONS. THE EMBASSY PORESEES NO CHANGE IN THIS POLICY 
IN THE NEAR-TERM PUTURE, EVEN IN UNLIKELY EVENT WERE SOPHISTICATED 
ARMS TO BE PROVIDED FREE. 

3. EMBASSY DOES NOT RPT NOT SEE SIGNIPICANT ROLE POR USG 
IN PROVIDING INCENTIVES TO IVORY COAST IN ARMS RESTRAINT. 

THE IVORY COAST MILITARY RELATIONSHIP REMAINS VIRTUALLY 
EXCLUSIVELY WITH FRANCE, THE FORMER COLONIAL POWER, WHICH 
IS THE SOURCE OP THE LIMITED INVENTORY OP ARMS THE 

GOIC POSSESSES. FRANCE ALSO PROVIDES SUBSTANTIAL TRAINING 
AND ADVISER ASSISTANCE TO THE GOIC AS WELL AS MAINTAINING 
A FRENCH MARINE BATTALION OF APPROXIMATELY 400 MEN 
STATIONED PERMANENTLY IN IVORY COAST ON THE OUTSKIRTS OF 
ABIDJAN. GIVEN THE FRENCH LINK AND THE HISTORICAL ABSENCE 
OF ANY US MILITARY ASSISTANCE ROLE IN IVORY COAST, EMBASSY 
BELIEVES IT NEITHER FEASIBLE NOR IN US INTEREST TO 
ENTER INTO ARMS RESTRAINT PICTURE AT THIS TIME THROUGH 
MEANS SUGGESTED REFTEL SUCH AS POLITICAL/SECURITY 
GUARANTEES OR ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE LINKED TO ARMS RESTRAINT. 

4. EMBASSY BELIEVES THAT IVORY COAST, GIVEN ITS EMPHASIS 

ON ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND PEACEFUL DIALOGUE TO REVOLVE 
DISPUTES, MIGHT WELL BE INCLINED TO LOOK FAVORABLY ON AND 
PARTICIPATE IN REGIONAL AFRICAN ARMS RESTRAINT AGREEMENTS 
SUCH AS MIGHT BE WORKED OUT THROUGH ENTENTE, CEDEAO OR 
OAU. 

SMITH 
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